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Dear Co-Chairs Sanchez and McCrory, Vice Chairs Barry and Daugherty Abrams, and members 
of the New Haven Delegation,  
I am a New Haven Public School (NHPS) parent. I write to oppose three Senate bills -- S.B. 948, 
S.B. 949, and S.B. 886 -- that would divert resources from our long under-resourced traditional 
public schools that serve most of Connecticut's children and families.   
Synopses of my opposition follows. 
S.B. 948: As charter schools are neither fully accountable to the community or to the rules 
governing public education, nor mandated to serve ALL children, they do not deserve the same 
level of funding that public schools deserve.   
S.B. 949: School are not businesses, even in the American capitalist system. Attaching money to 
each student destabilizes schools. Resources fluctuation imperils a school's ability to run 
programs and a district's ability to fully staff schools. This in turn hurts students. Schools are 
public goods that must be shielded from such turmoil to best serve our children and families. 
S.B. 886: I join the Superintendents of Connecticut’s Urban and Alliance Districts in opposing the 
funding freeze, as it will deepen the structural inadequacies in school funding.  
My son has been a student with the NHPS for nine years, and we have experienced how 
structural problems and misdirected resources negatively impact the schools, the staff, and the 
students in our city. Please act to benefit our public school system and vote "no" on these bills. 

 Thank you for taking action. 
Sincerely,  

Illisa Kelman 
New Haven, CT 

illisakelman@yahoo.com     
 



 


